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May 2008
Military Spouse Appreciation Day

This Friday, 9 May, is Military Spouse Appreciation Day. | hope
everyone will join me in thanking the wonderful husbands and wives of
our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, Coast Guardsmen and civilian
employees for all they do to make our service possible.

I've often said that no one in our business can do it alone -- not as
an organization and certainly not as individuals. We all need help from
time to time, someone to turn to for love, support, and even a little
guidance. We all need a shoulder to lean on. For many of us, that
shoulder belongs to a spouse. | know that’s certainly been the case in
my home for more than 37 years now.

Our spouses serve as we serve, and every bit as much. They may
not carry a pack, drive a ship or fly combat missions, but the vital link
they represent to all things home sustains us and improves the morale
of entire units. And that is especially important today as we continue to
fight a tough, long war against radical extremists all over the world.

It almost goes without saying that our combat readiness is tied to
family readiness, and our spouses are vital to both. Quite frankly, I'm
not sure we can ever say enough or do enough to truly thank them for
that effort. But we certainly ought to try.

| urge all married Service members this Friday to thank the one
who serves alongside you. Let him or her know how much you
appreciate all they do -- every day -- to make what you do possible. |
also encourage commands whose operational commitments permit to
recognize the husband and wife partnerships upon whose shoulders
our military depends so much.

Sincerely,

WUW .

M. G. MULLEN
Admiral, U.S. Navy




